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ABSTRACT

The study is designed to make an analysis of thieadtissues in the present day situation, whictoerpasses
man — made environmental problems. Mahatma Gandhithe first thinker in recent times who tried éwive the moral
character of man through education. He emphasinemiaral society with non-violent, non-exploitatisecial order built
upon the foundation of universal education. Edoucastands for all — round development of an indiald Here education
with ethics is an essential need for quality of.liGadhian education with ethics attempt to additesscontemporary
problems. He viewed that education with ethicshis donly way to improve the life. He wanted man &oédfficient and
productive by knowing himself and environment. ldentribution to education was immense and it wasqgible in
social as well as in natural environment. This papéivided into two sections: Section | dealshwitoral concern, where
environmental crisis is indicated in briefly. Ththieal answer to the environmental problems wilritbe discussed in
short in the section Il. The methodology of thip@aconsists of primary and secondary sourcesfigfreint books, articles
and journals. The paper concludes with reflectimalgsis of mind regarding environmental values Wwhgay an
important role in shaping human character. Theegftire direct aim of this paper is the formatiorcbéracter by proper

development of the moral feeling.
KEYWORDS: Education, Ethics, Environment, Quality of Life, IN®iolence
INTRODUCTION

Education in its general sense is a form of legrmmwhich knowledge, skills and habits of grouppebple are
transformed from one generation to the next throtegithing learning and research. Education is the th human
development. It is fundamental to all — round depetent of human potentials — material and spiritliae Vedic Rishis
held education, as means of salvation “Sa Vidyavaktaye” was the maxim of Vedas and the Upanishbls.keynote
of education is known thyself (tatwamasi) or selflization, according to Indian Culture. The follog/noble sentiments

expressed in our tradition which influenced educati
“Let everyone be happy!
Let everyone be free from ailments
Let everyone has an auspicious outlook
Let no one be put to suffering”
It is always for collective happiness and for tamoval of everyone’s distress.

In the literature of prakrit language, as A Mahamaa2001) observes, we get a beautiful indicati@tucation
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ought to achieve two objectives: -
To attain sadgati, i.e. to develop the valuesfefdr values promoting good conduct.
To solve the problems of livelihood.”

In absences of these values, it is not possibéavimken the ‘good’ in human being, to construct @thg society.
So we need man and women of character who will bpan human values to ensure larger concern cfdabrety. But our
education system seems to fail to meet the qualitife. We may consider environment, more pregiseatural as well as
social environment is the root cause of the qualitife. In other words, the scope of the studit & confined only to the
environmental ethical issues. For environment emamses all the components which are generally ifahtas
responsible for quality of life. Here Gandhian eatian with ethics is an essential need for quaftyife of human beings

as it is shown in the diagram: - |
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Figure 1

NECESSITY OF MORALITY

In society, where people live together, it becomesessary to one and all to confirm to certainsrided
regulations. This will promote for mutual help acml — operation. These are the moral principlesthace must be some

foundations for the children to understand and gmeding to it. Therefore, the inculcation of mogalalities such as co —
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operations, adjustment, etc becomes necessary.

Morality is the subject matter of ethics. Ethicgreditionally regarded as the science of rightreas$ wrongness,
goodness and badness of human conduct. Ethicdeghalue system. Human values are those higheatgualities,
which help human beings to transcend, the limitatibour biological existence. They make us risevalthe normal pulls
of selfishness, lust, and greed angler, sense joyment, fear and frustration, which are commoraipurely biological
life. Values are guiding principles of life whicheaconducive to all round development of human geeiccording R. K.
Mukherjee (1964), “Values are integrated experiencthat simultaneously touch all the dimensions of
human adoption — organic, social and cultural. Hengly believes that values mould the human natreur social

environment”.

Ethics and values evolved in human society oveliang of years. Ethics raises moral values, knowwigues,
such as truthfulness, kindness, equality etc. énltidian tradition, the Sanskrit word “Dharma” pairily, stands for moral
values. Dharma is described as the set of valusstistains the creation without which the versixice of it would be
threatened. The concept of Dharma is commendedffemetht grounds. The first and the foremost megrohdharma is
that it sustains, nourishes and holds up the socitr. Dharma holds the equilibrium among the deddnan. Further, it
is described on pragmatic grounds. According touméddharma destroys him that violets it and pragedm that adheres
to it.”

The tremendous awareness of social issues duriffsl§enerate a group of new sub fields in philogdph
1970, which are collectively called Applied Ethitsis concerned with the application of the basdigical teachings and
moral ideals or values of peace, harmony, freedaquality in the concrete and living problems in eacial life. A new
type of applied ethics called Environment Ethics haen emerged side by side of traditional ethiz=esl950. According
to it, it is wrong to damage the equilibrium of taievironment or destroy ecological balance withwaxing vital necessity
only for the sake of our self interest and it ghticonduct to preserve ecological balance in tesfiaking care of future
generation or avoiding self — interest lastingdawhile. This is right when Peter Singer (1993)nepi that we have been
wronged by members of past generations whose thi@sghactions have deprived us of the possibilftgering such
animals as they do do The marsupial tiger. We rakst care not to inflict equally irreparable loseesthe generations to
follow us. Hence the task of environmental ethicghie context of physical environment is to devisems to regulate our

conduct in respect of nature in all its facts atitidividual and institutional level.

Social, political, economic and ecological valuésypan important role in shaping human charactéichvis an
important aim of education. The environmental valaasists of caring of our environment. In the 268 century people
began to realize that biological resources haddimind these limits were possibly being exceedbis Aad, finally, led to
air pollution, global warming, and ozone layer @join, etc. Many people have started to realizé ithaestment in the
environment is the investment in a more securerduttihis is an ethical issue and it leads us tddrgvoid environment
mistakes.

Environmental Crisis

The end of the 20 century has bought both blessings and curses forkind. Obviously, the later entails
degradation of human values and standard of livifige passion for peaceful co — existence is beogmsironger and

sincere. The problems which press down on humami&ay mostly political, economical and ecological,t kheir
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background remains moral. The present society toidgmndle these problems, but often fails duet bf moral training

even among the educated sections of the society.

It is evident today that science and technology taghly beneficial to humanity. But in spite of maers of
science and technology man lives in a worried wdfladvironmental degradation is a sad reality. B nlame of scientific

development nature had badly molded and mutilatedmturn it creates ecological crisis. Now whes-w
«  Watch TV,
* Use air conditioner,
e Use hair dryer,
* Rideinacar,
e Playin avideo game,
* Use micro oven,
* Flyon an acre plan,

we help to send green house gases into air. Tompenihany of these functions we need electricitycitiomes
from power plants. Most power plants burn coal aihdo produce green house gas. Too many of thasesggwould create

a hot surface which may have disastrous consegsence

Industrial expansion has bought wastes by prodwuhtch creates pollution and subsequently envirortaien
degradation. According to Odum (1971), “Pollutian dn undesirable change in the physical, chemicdliaogical
characteristics of our air, land and water that mewill harmfully affect human life or that of degble and cultural
asserts; or that may or will waste or deterioratew raw material sources”. Every environmentalbpem has short term
and long term impact. During the course of rapustrialization, we often neglect long term impaciginly due to lack
of proper education or in other words, inadequaiakedge. Air pollution causes severe damage tpscemd livestock.
Now population has grown beyond the earth. Thoegbktextensive launching of rocket and artificiaélites as well as
space proves programmes have left enough debspdne. As a result thousand space debris is gettidgd thereby
making our space pragrammes extremely risky angetans. All of us aware of the NASA’s American Spatehicle
“Columbia Shuttle” in which Ms. Kalpana Chawla asigt other astronauts lost their lives in Febmei@02 This has
happened because of Columbia is collision with syghebris. So we may say that on the one hand, hactasities pollute

space and on the other, space pollutes the envaohaof the earth.

Again, activities of modern humanities are resploiasior deterioration of social environment. Thelml system
is not just a physical environment but it also imtds man — made environment or social environméithnis composed
of societies, communities, institutions, etc. Ged{2005) writes, society in the modern world hagen divided into four

categories:
The first world societies,

The seconds world societies,
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The developing societies (The third world socigties
The newly industrializing countries.

Every society has its own needs, aspirations aatsgd life based on the quality of life of its d@. This quality
of life of a community of people is realized thrdwg number of organizations of social environmé family, group,
institutions — religious, educations, and econompxditical etc. These are the organs of a soomtich preserve social
customs, traditions, beliefs, values, etc. Theyamencies through which an individual gets himaedibpted to his social
environment. Today, it has been realized that angumt of food production cannot help in improvingatity of life,
unless population growth is controlled. Several snees have been invented by medical science tokcpepulation
explosion. The science of engineering and the seieaf human behavior (psychology) have improved ithpaired
existence of human being. In short, science wihdiscoveries in different fields has done yeonemise in improving
the material quality of human life. But the sciéintinventions are causing rampant damage to secigironment. The
problems arising due to human activities in socieyy be listed as poverty, unemployment, inequatibhsumerism,

alienation, etc.
ETHICAL ANSWER

Human being is self conscious. We have the cap&eitpnderstand ourselves and also others. Sincarevéhe
self - conscious being, we have to be most resplnd our own existence as well as the existericgthers. We thus
carry a universal responsibility. In Indian traditiour responsibilities are known as “Dharma”. Tdeal society stands on
the four pillars of Dharma to protect each othdre3e are Satya (Truth), Daya (Compassion), Saetdo@ and Ahimsa

(Non Violence).

Ethical education programme will involve studemtsan exploration of different value dimensionsitd,lwhich
will go into making a good man, a good life andamd) society. The individuals and social developnadmankind can
proceed only when a favorable environment is creaBesides, physical environment, intellectual ssvinent is also
important. In such an environment, there shouldiiey of purpose, mutual selection of common g@aild collaboration
of the effort toward their environment. There miistan opportunity and encouragement for intelldauawth and life,
attainments, with conflicting and competing demaaddurther foundation of Dharma. This is possitfiough the unity
of mind, body and action. The primary purpose oaiha is to provide effective instruction in nonielent thought. It is
the responsibility of individuals in the societygee that new development in science and techngogyto making a non

violent human society.

Education and Ethics are essential needs for &Metbpment of human beings. Education must protvidetypes
of knowledge and skill — ‘to live on’ and ‘to liviar’. The first one is related to the caring ofdilhood, the second is

related to the quality of life, the highest goadttleads an individual to the attainment of sedfimation.
Quality of Life

“Quality of life”, a modern concept has been useddenote the availability of economic opportunities
the people. But this is only a partial connotatidrthe term. Available of economic opportunitiesitself cannot improve
the quality of life. Quality of life aims to prom®bf both quality and excellence. It appears tahegemulti dimensional

terms encompassing not only the economic oppoitsnévailable to the people, but also their abiiitytake advantage

| Impact Factor(JCC): 3.6586 - This article can be denloaded from www.impactjournals.us |




| 226 Sristidhar Biswas |

living conditions which permit well being in lif@.he basic elements of human well — being refethdédevel of living and
quality of life. Basic needs approach was develdpethe Norwegian Johan Galtung (1980). Basic neggsoach focus
on conditions, without which human beings are uaablsurvive, avoid misery, relate to other pe@plé avoid alienation.
Erik Allardt (1993) assets Having Loving and Bemg catchwords for necessary conditions of humaeldpment and

existence.

‘Having’ refers to those material conditions whiale necessary for survival and for avoidance ofergisit

covers the needs for nutrition, air, water, fortpotion against climate, disease and environmént, e
‘Loving’ stand for those needs to relate to otheogde and to form social identities.
‘Being’ stands for the needs for integration indeisty and to live in harmony with nature.
Now it is assumed that quality of life includes: -

* Availability of nutritious food.

* Shelter.

»  Clothing.

» Universal elementary education.

« Employment for all able bodied being

e Employment

e Healthy living environment

» Basic health services to all

» Equal opportunities for individual and social depmhent.

We may consider environment, more precisely, nhamd social environment as the root cause of uafilife.

For environment encompasses all the componentsonedtabove generally identified as responsibleytality of life.

Education with ethics is the only way to avail amghrove the quality of life. Education has the @sgbility not
only to provide training in three R’s (Reading, Wrj and Arithmetic) but also to develop the queditof hand, heart and
head. Here Gandhiji rightly said that, the goaledfication should be moral education or charactédibg. Character
formation for Gandhiji, implies cultivation of mdraalues such as courage, purity of personal Bfdf — restraint and

service of mankind.

Gandhiji’'s love of traditional values and natures ariticized and even ridiculed on various count$ least
because the philosophy is against modernity artthtdogy. But of late, people have become consaidulesecration of
nature in the wake of natural calamities, changhéweather pattern, excessive pollution thataaarse various allments,
change in the harvesting pattern, destruction ofafland fauna and so on. The traditional respacin&ure helped
conversation, while modern concept of science cerigg nature has turned its destruction. The modkrgans of “Save
Nature and Save Yourself” are belated warning wexe followed in the past. The two key principlégational ecology

namely “Maximum Diversity” and “Minimum Interfereat can be followed if the Gandhian principle of ngplence is
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accepted. In India, we have always followed thepsinformula of least interference. For example,oading to Indian
tradition, cows were not milked for a while aftercalf is born so that the later gets enough nouorésit. Flowers and
leaves were not plucked at night when these wegrpased to ‘sleep’. The sacred groves or varioutoous or a deity of
the forest or hills helps conservation in a regulay. Modern science and technology debunked thesktions as

superstitions without any suitable environmenttdrakative that can help conversation.

The task of environmental ethics is to devise nownegulate our conduct in respect of nature. FerR. Bhatt
(2002) claims that there is a need to formulatbaracter of environmental conduct and create awasim human being
through proper education. The eco syllabus shakd into account global ethics both preventive emdtive. The best
ideals of global ethics can be found in our Satiips, Svastivacanas and Subhasitas that are deaitabur classical
thought. The syllabi on eco — philosophy and cofleomduct in eco — ethics should incorporate thimshould aim at
regulating our conduct in the sphere of earth, waie, fire and space. The classical traditioneen — philosophy is very
rich. Nature has given status of mother. Naturegmrded as worshipable worship of nature is thyadie of Indian way
of life even today. So if Indian masses offer wipsto land, rivers, trees, birds, animals, etdsihot an exhibition of

primitive animation. It is expression of our lovegard and reverence to nature that sustains upramitie nourishment.
CONCLUSIONS

Gandhiji's dictum, “there is enough in the world fur needs but not enough for our greed” is rightinsidered
as the edifice for the philosophy of sustainabld aquitable development. It is universally accepasdthe cardinal
principle of the environmental ethics, which ishtly said to be the foundation of the quality déliOur Shastras often
refer to ecological responsibility as a sacred dhboth animate and inanimate natures are objectsatéction. Gandhiji
tried to reconcile the divine and the mundane Isyoring to the notion of ahimasa (non — violenca}, merely as a code
of conduct of individuals and social institutiorms perpetuation of life and tolerance. This formiifef or ahimasa can be
extended, to both the animate and inanimate wdug. custom or law of civil society requires to falf principles of
maximum diversity of culture, religion, languagace etc. among its members and minimum interferaittetheir choice
or performance so long as it does not hart angdeeson’s similar choice or personal freedom. Tthes ¢oncept of
non - violence is a prerequisite for rational eggloFor it discourages extreme ecological engimgeand encourages
maximum eco diversity by minimum interference. Tikisery important because nature does not retquinean beings but
we need nature for the fulfillment of our physieald mental well being. B.D. Dogra (2010) suppdits view, by saying
that the development model, which predominantlylgsithe present day world is so fundamentally wtbagwe need to
change it in basic, fundamental ways if we wangftectively tackle the most serious problems likenate change. In a
word, the present day modal is driven by greederathan need, and we need to replace it by a ntbdelrespects the
basic needs of all human beings and all life foriifee most basic requirement is that human life tbalse, based on a

consensus to accept the values of equality, sithpljastice and peace.
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